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Cabinet  

Held on Tuesday 10 November 2020 
(A Live Microsoft Teams meeting – audio only)   

Present 
Paul Dennett   City Mayor (in the Chair) 
Tracy Kelly                         Statutory Deputy City Mayor  

Lead Members: 

Derek Antrobus  Planning and Sustainable Development 
Bill Hinds                            Lead Member for Finance and Support Services 
David Lancaster, MBE       Environment and Community Safety 

Executive Support Members (at the invitation of the City Mayor): 

Sharmina August                Equalities, Communities and Social Impact 
Barbara Bentham               Workforce and Industrial Relations 
Jim Cammell   Social Care and Mental Health 
Roger Jones                       Transport 
Mike McCusker                   Planning, Housing and Sustainable Development 
John Walsh                         Education and Learning 

Officers: 

Sam Betts            Assistant Director Human Resources & OD 
Debbie Brown                   Strategic Director (Service Reform) 
Matt Doherty           Principal Planning Officer 
Ben Dolan                     Strategic Director (Place) 
Stephanie Hall                  Principal Solicitor 
Sian Roxborough  City Solicitor  
James Shuttleworth          Head of Planning 
Jim Taylor                         Chief Executive 
Claire Thorn           Principal Planning Officer 
Charlie Winstanley  Assistant to the City Mayor 
Liz Wright                         Democratic Service Officer 
 

1. Apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor John Merry, CBE 
and Councillor Paula Boshell. 

2. Declarations of interest 
There were no declarations of interest. 

3. Minutes of proceedings 
 Approval of the minutes was moved by Councillor Bill Hinds and seconded by 

Councillor John Walsh. 

Resolved: That, the minutes of the meeting held on 13.10.20 were approved as a 

correct record. 
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4. Greater Manchester Spatial Framework (GMSF) 
Councillor Derek Antrobus, Lead Member for Planning and Sustainable 

Development introduced the report highlighted the following. 

 The Greater Manchester Spatial Framework (GMSF) had been under 
preparation for a number of years and Salford City Council had worked 
alongside the nine other GM councils to prepare the framework and it was 
now at the stage when it is proposed to be Published and then subsequently 
Submitted to the Secretary of State for Examination. 

 The GMSF had been a cross party collaboration, putting the interests of the 
people, across the whole of Greater Manchester, first and this had been one 
of the great strengths of the process.  

 It would provide a city region  plan for homes, jobs and the environment, and 
would be a blueprint for a sustainable Greater Manchester.  

 The central theme of the plan was inclusive growth and this matched closely 
with  the values of Salford City Council and the values of fairness and equally 
as set out in part 1 of Salford’s local plan.   

 The GMSF focused on reducing disparities across GM and between current 
and future generations by ensuring sustainable developments. The 
requirement to have Health Impact Assessments in place would also help 
ensure healthier places to live for GM residents and have a transformative 
impact on people’s lives in the future. 

 There was a requirement from the Government to have 180,000 new homes 
in GM during the life of the plan and Salford’s share was 28,560.  The GMSF 
also has a target of 50,000 new affordable homes by 2037 and shows the 
commitment to addressing the housing crisis.  The majority of the homes 
would be built on brown field sites and would comply with space standards 
and adaptability to provide decent homes that cater for all different stages of 
people’s lives. 

 The focus was on developing sustainable jobs in sustainable industries and  
through developments such as Chapel Street, Port Salford and Media City 
and developing sustainable transport to support these developments. 

 The environmental focus of the plan was also key. 

 The commitment to carbon neutrality by 2038 meant a zero carbon approach 
would need to be adopted by 2028, which was well in advance of any 
Government proposals. 

 Green infrastructure was key to the plan and Salford has three of the major 
areas in GM, which included Cutacre Country Park – one of the biggest 
country parks in GM and these green policies would mean Salford would see 
a net increase in green belt.   

 85% of new homes in Salford would be on brown field sites.  75% of new 
homes would be in the two council wards of Ordsall and Irwell Riverside 
(mainly apartments) and it was important that new green spaces (such as the 
new Greengate Park) would be developments alongside these developments. 
7.46% of new homes would be in the three wards of Cadishead, Boothstown 
and Worsley to be able to fulfil the important commitment to building family 
homes. 

 It was important that the city council made robust, evidence based decisions 
to deliver what was required, as it could be challenged at a public enquiry by 
developers who had a different vision for GM, and result in the loss of further 
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green belt, as shown by developers in the call for sites, where they had asked 
for a further 691 hectares of green belt released in Salford for house building.  

 

 The Lead Member for Planning and Sustainable Development  then commended 
the recommendations in the report for approval. 

 

 The City Mayor, as Chair, invited any questions or comments from the members 
of the Cabinet.  None were received at this point. 

 

 The City Mayor made the following comments in response: 
 

o The evidence behind the strategy in terms of homelessness in Salford at this 
time included: 
- 276 households living in temporary accommodation, with 146 of these 

households including children and young people; 
- 323 children and young people were living in temporary accommodation; 
- 209 people were being housed under the GM Mayor’s Bed Every Night 

initiative; 
- 7300 households on housing waiting lists. 

o Across GM 3585 households were in temporary accommodation and nearly 
100,000 on the collective housing waiting lists across GM. 

o Tackling the housing crisis was central to the plan for homes, jobs and the 
environment. 

o The GMSF committed GM to building 50,000 affordable homes during the life 
of the plan. 

o The aim was to have strong and thriving global economy across the city 
region and this would require the 10 LAs working closely together to meet the 
challenge. 

o Creating jobs and prosperity, post the Covid19 pandemic would be very 
challenging but creating job opportunities and a sustainable economy was a 
key strand of the GMSF and it was supported by other key strategies such as 
the Infrastructure Framework, the Local Industrial Strategy, the GM Housing 
Strategy, the Five Year Environmental Plan, the digital and cultural strategies 
and the work on transport and clean air. 

o It was agreed in 2014 to have a joint GM plan with the first draft being 
produced in 2016.  In 2019 (January to March) the latest consultation elicited 
17,000 responses and many of these views were reflected in the plan.  

 The publication of the GMSF and supporting documents required the approval of 
the  City Mayor in Consultation with his Cabinet, whilst the submission of the plan 
for examination must be approved by Full Council (which was scheduled for 18th  
November 2020).  

 Approvals were being sought across all 10 of the individual districts.  Subject to 
all of the necessary approvals being received, a formal period of representations 
would start on 1 December 2020 and run for 8 weeks until 26 January 2021.  

 

 The City Mayor then read the recommendations to members as follows: 
 

It was recommended that the City Mayor in consultation with his Cabinet: 
1. Approves the GMSF: Publication Draft 2020, including strategic site 

allocations and green belt boundary amendments, and reference to the 
potential use of compulsory purchase powers to assist with site assembly, 
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and the supporting background documents, for publication pursuant to 
Regulation 19 of the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) 
(England) Regulations 2012 for a period for representations between 1 
December 2020 and 26 January 2021; 

2. Recommends that Council approves the GMSF: Publication Draft 2020 for 
submission to the Secretary of State for examination following the period 
for representations; 

3. Delegates to the Strategic Director Place authority to approve the relevant 
Statement of Common Ground(s) required pursuant to the National 
Planning Policy Framework 2019; 

4. Delegates authority to the Lead Chief Executive, Housing, Homelessness 
and Infrastructure, in consultation with the Portfolio Leader for Housing, 
Homelessness and Infrastructure to make minor or non-material 
amendments to the GMSF: Publication Draft 2020 and background 
documents prior to their publication. 
 

 The Lead Member for Finance and Support Services commented on the 
importance of recognising the evidence put forward by the Lead Member for 
Planning and Sustainable Development and the City Mayor that underpinned the 
plan and the expressed his support for the recommendations to be able to 
improve the living standards of people in the city. He thanked them both for their 
work to bring this to fruition. 

 The City Mayor asked members to approve the recommendations and they were 
approved unanimously. 
 

Resolved:   That, the City Mayor, in consultation with Cabinet approved the GMSF 

report and the recommendations as listed in the report.  

5. Any other business. 
There were no items of any other business raised. 


